Howland WJaed a Correspondance Borin Edwin Garriques "Cony ust 


(Psychological Leberatory 


Harvard Uniwerst 


Cambeid ge, ma) 


Harvard University 


PSYCHOLOGICAL LABORATORY EMERSON HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


August 10, 1927 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 

Professor Titchaner's unexpected death has given 
me the task of preparing for the American Journal of Psychology a 
biographical account of his life. The task is interesting, even 
though tinged with personal emotion. I have been quite close to 
Titchener in psychological matters for the last seventeen years, 
but during aac last decade I have not known at first hend about 
his other interests-- or should I say ‘interest,’ since I gather 
that numismatics became the dominating interest outside of 
psychology? 

You see that I know nothing about. Titchener's interest in 
mumismatics, no&ido I otherwise know tetas of the subject- 
matter. Yet it must come in, for it bears on the versatility of 
the man and possibly explains a slight slackening of the psych- 
ologicel drive at the end. Would you be willing to write me, 
therefore, something about this interest of Titchener's? 

What I need is a psragraph dealing with the nature, and 
intensity, and degree and quality of his interest, the sort of 
thing that intelligent academic men, who know nothing of numismatic’s, 

can nevertheless understand and appreciate. Any personal coloring 
that seems relevant might also come out. 

I am thinking that you might write me a letter upon which I 
could draw. There is, however, the possibility that, with the 
letter in hand, I should find that I wished to aquote you exactly. 


Mey I ask further then that, in writing, you indicate whether or 


no I em free to quote you by name shoulda it seem desirable to me? . 


uni 


z 
The plan is to have this account appear in the October number 
of the Aner. J+Psychol.# which will be held iff necessary, for that 
end. You will see, therefore, that, if you could reply immediately 


to this letter, my work would be greatly faciliteted. 


Very sincerely yours, 


Edwin G. Boring 


Mr. Howland Wood, Curator 
American Numismatic Society 
156th St. and Broadway 

New York City 
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- Myr. Eawin G. Boring, 


_. te borrow certain of our books on Mohanvcdan coins. One meets © 
TI inatantly beean &® correspondence vith him that at times was 


icine | Pe 


phages and thoughts” that occur to me, refreshed by a°skimning 


- culled from his files, as his own words will convey far better 


peobably have, as well, av oa 
bably showing up &4he many sidedness of his character, but dcubt-° © 


he has probably read nearly every vook in our library on oriental 
ever he undertook to do. I know tht he has studied these books 


‘twenty-five years. He has, himself, acquired many of the more 
_ important books. 


August 11, 1927 


é 


Pgychoiogical Laboratory, ‘ 

Harvard Univorsity, . qt 
Emerson Hull, | | | ¢ - 
Cambridge, Mass. 


‘Dear ‘er. batnse 

[tiisca great pleasure ey be able to tell you. 
wht T ean from the numismatie side of one of the most delight 
ful, considerate, enthualastic and human jersonalities that it- 
‘hes been my good fortune to Know. My acquaintance with Dr. y 
Titchener began in the autusn of 1922 through a request of his 
with ao few people interested in Mchammedan numismatics, that 


almest weekly and adbno st always arweck.y up to the dav of his 


= wild jot ian in a enodudel ad form various 


through of our correspondence. Our personal contact wae of but 
three times, a two days’ visit on his part at two intervals, here 
in New York and a wekk-end visit te his delightful home two years 
ago. IZ am going to burden you by sending you a number of letters 


than any qMotations or inte pretations that I might make. You 
Ne atauea & file of these letters. Tro~- 


less you will beable to glean some light from another angle. I 
begin with an early letter that speaks for itself, where he tells” 
something of his early love for coins. Since his first letter 
coina so thorough was his enthusiasm in pursuing to a finish what- 


more d¢ligently and retentively than I have reen able to do in 
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‘letters were a delight, not only to receive but to answer, No. 


we aid 4 \ ae oe a" 3 
. f ‘ 


‘tiousness in regard to every little thing - a postege atamp 


my own affairs simpiy anazed me. 


Mr. Edwin G. Boring oe 2 = Ba) 
What he knew of Arabic was apparently ee 

from studying coins. I have been increasing/surprised at his. oe 
mastery in reading the inscriptions on eoins' after he got really — 
started. An unread coin was a delightful problem to be mastered. “igs 
He bought Oriental coins in a moderate way whenever he got a | a 
chance. He stili kept to his first love, theancient coins, and : ae. 
ne 


as opportunity offered bought these and studied them as profound ; 
ia 


I imagine that for many years he did nothing with 
coins, but took them up again only in recent years. All of his. 


matter how difficult. ‘They were replete not only with real know- 
ledge, but with kindliness, consideration ond naiveness. In fact, 
his Letters were a continued inspiration and wonderment to me 
beceuse I siways felt that numismatics could be but the nerest — 
side line in his endeavors. His enthusiasm was *hat of a boy 
and the credit he gavfe everyone else was amazing. One of his 
chiefjoys was to plmeh through a lot of undeciphered aoins and 
carefully attribute them. I think he did this largely for the 
mental stimulant and gymnastics involved. . A qos ehy tan fron one 
of his letters is characteristic: 


t 


‘ '. 
i) 


- “Whet annoys me is that it is sc absurdly easy to read 
a ¢oin when you have the book and so absurdly. ditrieult 
when you are alone with the siece, but one will learn.® 


His scrupulous regard bo aetetn and his oinedioat " 


omitted in his lest letter or some little personel ‘Int cident in 


After I had met him and visited at tis home, he. 
insisted that we drop ali titles and G0 forth, and knew ene | 
another simply as siestconeh and Wood, That. he wai. kaenty alive ihe 
to all sorts of things may ve seen in his letter of Junuary 6, 1926. 
About two years ago he began tuking an interest in Chinese coins ie 
without, Lowever, dropping one whit his interest 20 Roh ae eee 
and ancient pieces, | 


Use what you want in my letter end I see no reason 
why you cannot guote’the non-personal things in his letters. 
Alec, you are free to use my name, if need be. I really think 
several phases of the man are reveuled in these letters. His 
knowledge, versatility and memory awed me. His reasoning and — 
deductive powers, given time, would have put him in the first 
ranks as a numiamatist, especially as he was not afraid to ask. 
questions and geateteity seoee. answers. A glance through his 
letters reveals the strides he made. Of ccurse, he was still a 
atudent (we are all students) and he still leaned on o*hers for Bose 
support, but he was able to flap his numiamatie wings if he wanted — 
to due to his wonderful general knowledge. If this letter en- 
lightens you, I am pleased, if it muddles you, 2 am gerry. | 77! cay tr 


HY: | ea . 


Harvard University 


PSYCHOLOGICAL LABORATORY EMERSON HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


August 135, 1927 


My dear Mr. Wood:- 


First I said: I shall not acknowledge the receipt 
of these letters until I have shown my appreication by reading them. 
&nd now that I have read them and therefore have no excuse at all 
for keeping them, I am about to write and ask you if I may retain 
them a little while. So inconsistent is the human maénd! But I shell 
assume that I may have them by me until I have finished with this 
writing and then you Haexe shall have them back. 


This leads me to say that I hope you will keep them. At least 
don't destrey them; rather send them to me. It is too early to see 
what use might be made of them, but this much I think is clear. 
Posterity will judge (and I am quoting Titchener almost verbatim) 
of Titchener'*s place in psychology; what no one can doubt now is 
the vivid personality, so keen, so versatile, and so restless, and 
withal so able. There really ought to be a volume of letters (and 
there your file would have to come in). Of course I don’t know. As 
I said, it is too early to know. There are-- silly as it is-- many 
practical things involved, like who is to do it? can it be done 
when letters are fresh or must one wait ten years? and (alas!) will 
it pay the publisher? 


Which leads me at last to the beginning of my letter. 


You were awfully good-- di so clearly and so vividly, 
to sort out the letters and annotate them for me, to trust me, all 
unkmown to you, with them, and to be thus triply prompt. Many, many 
thanks. Your letter does not muddle; it is the missing block for the 
puzzle picture. 


Like you I have a file of letters. Some weeks with three, 
some months with none; but perhaps weekly too on the average. Mine 
runs from 1917 when I left Ithaca after seven years as Titchener's 
"underling." There is everything in them, from versification to 
serious scientific disagreement. [Everybody now knows Milne's 
"When We Were Very Young;" but have you ever seen Titchener German 
transletions of three of these--Uthe king asked the dairymaid,™" and 
two others? If you'd like and haven't-- and somehow I think you would 
like-- I'll get these copie~d when I get a stenographer again in the 
fall and let you have them. ] 


PMitchener's life was, of course, tremendously complex. There 
is the psychology end all the controversy that centers about it. 
There is the personel side, but even it by itself is not simple. 
There are enemies an well as friends. I, who ama friend, think the 
feult- was not always on the other side. But I came under the spell 
of the magnetism, and I long ago agreed to apply to Titchener none 
of the rules that I apply to others: let Titchener be Titchener and 
profit in the long run has been my only rule with him. The country 


is full of youngsters who never printed a psychological paper without 


& 
his criticism. Your and my files are only examples of what exists 
in many quafters, though I think most of Titchener's letters were to 
men still younger than I, and I am twenty years his junior in 
chronological age and much more in mental age. So you catch a 
glimpse of what 1 have to do. & most interesting pQrblem, this 
biographycal sketch,and a most difficult one. That I am caught by 
it must be evident from this letter. 


The letter seems to ramble, but actually I want you gag to 
see how grateful I am to you for your aid. 


When the sketch is printed I shall certainly send you a 
reprint of it,unless in the process of making out a list to mail 
you, as something other than a psychologist, should siip out of my 
mind. I hope to print in the Oct. Am.Jour.Psychol; if it should 
be too long to get in at this date, then it will have to wait for 
January. May we leave it thus? If this matter should recur to you 
in November, end you do pot have the sketch, will you drop me a 
postal? 


Sincerely yours, 


August 15, 1927 


Mr. Ndwin G. Boring, ‘ wy 
Psychological Laboratory, . ae fs 
Harvard University, ° 

Emerson Hall, 

Cambridge, Mass. 


Dear ir. Boring:+ ie by ? ‘oad 


You oprtality may keep Titchener's letters Oe aie 


until you are through with them. Ye certainly will keep 
all of his letters. As ‘far asl know we have them all. 

They are in two files here and some miscellaneous ones 
in a portfolio on my desk. If for any reason you wish to 
see ali or more of them, say so. If later on they may be 
desired by anyone, the whole lot would/déht to that person. 


It eventually there 13 a tesire to collect all of his letters, 


Il ean see no reason why these le'ters should be held here. - 
However, that, matter tacfor the suture. 


A é | 4 

I certainly wokld aie enetahe tks translation of 
Milne, but under no circumstances, do I want you te incommode 
yourself. Having seen comparatively little of Titchener : 
persenally I know comparatively littie of the other sidesof 
his complex life. I could gather hea had many. Qf sourse, 


_Ilmew really vory little of the psychological side; the little 


I ao know ig from other Cornell professors and Feldman. 


Of course, you appreciate that Titchener was no 
great numismatist. .He did not have time to be,. but if he had 
kept at the gait he was going, his dynamic energy would even- 
tually have made itself known. 


Please do not hesitate to call upon me for any 
pete you may think I can give you. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


/ 
/ 


’ 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 


a 


PSYCHOLOGICAL LABORATORY 


Emerson Haru 
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 


August 17,1927 


Dear Mr. Wood:- 


You dealt very deftly with 
Titchener. I felt that you thought that he 
was almost certainly a greet man pleying 
in numismatics. If one were "great" (whet- 
ever we mean by that word), one could still 
be it while in a stwange field, ana yet not 
be great in that field as the phrase is 
generally used. At any rate I have used your 
permission to quote a few sentences. which I 
think give a very happy picture without be ing 
felse to the truth. 


Pressure of dates for the October 
number of the Amer.d.Psychol. mekes me proceed 
@ little less meticulously than I should like. 
My MS. has gone to e@ typist this morning. If 
I should still have a chance to extract the 
pege and a half on numismatics to send you 
for approval or comment, I should do so. I'a 
like to do this for many people, but there is 
not time. 


Sincerely, 


= 


FHarvard University 


PSYCHOLOGICAL LABORATORY EMERSON HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


August 18, 1927 
My dear Mr. Wood;- 
Unexpected speed on the part of a eran gives me 
a copy of the Titchener sketch, and I can therefore send you now 
the Geresaet pase acenh on the numismatics: yellow sheets £2a, Zed 
herewith. 

Will you reed these through and then tell me if there is 
anything false in them, or anything thet you regret for other reasons? 
I tried to give your picture and then cuote your neat phrases, but 
perhaps in the disconnected quotation you will feel distorted. 

If it is simpler for you to meke suggestions by editing these 
sheets, do so. (Your hand end mine will not look alike) Then I can 
do what I can, for I have sent the MS now to a co-editor, who, if 
he apprgoves, will send to the printer. My next chance may be galley 
proof. 

I ought to add that this paragraph on numismatics is somewhere 
between 1/30 and 1/40 of the entire article, and that there is just 
now the question up as to whether it and some others should not be 
subordinated to the rest of the text by being put in smaller type. 

In other words, numismatics will not loom large in the whole. 

Might I have these yellow sheets back, whether you edit them 

or not? 


Cordially yours, 


, 
Edwin G Boring 


August 19, 1927 


Mr. Edwin G. Roring, 
Psychological Leboratory, 
Harvard University, 
Bmerson Hall, 

Cambridge, Mass. 


Dear Mr. Boring: 
I have wena the numismatic sketch 


and I an herewith returning it. I have made three 
slight suggestions. I do not think it feasgbl2 to 


add anything, as his numismatic phase must have been 


but the merest side line to his whole career. 


Very truly yours, 


/ 


Curator 


\ 


HW -¥B i 
Fnelk e 


Harvard University 


PSYCHOLOGICAL LABORATORY EMERSON HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


4ugust £0, 1927 


Dear Mr. Wood:- 

I have sent your three 'suggestions' after the MS, 
and they will undoubtedly catch it. I am very grateful for both them 
BNaacvautae tikes: 

: You keep repeating that the 'numismetics must have been 
the veriest side interest with Titchener.' You seem to me puzzled 
why i should stress it so much. The fact is that I am puzzled about 
Titchener. He came to America in 1892. The record of productivity 
Ty tae the other things that make men "great' in encyclopedias 
from 1892 to about 1910 is amazing. The record since hs, by contrast, 
guite meagre. The disparity needs explanation. I think of three 
possible theories; 

(1) There wes an important book being written, but never ouite 
finished. It's publication now might (in two ways) remove this ap- 
parent contrast. | 

(2) It may be that even Titchener needed external urges for 
productivity, and there were few external incentives left to become 
effective after 1910 and almost none after 1917. Of the book he said 
to me in 1925: "I hate to publish; it is almost like bringing a per- 
sonal esthetic treasure out for the world to criticize." He may have 
passed beyédgnd that stage of personal competetion where he cared 
about other men's opinions. (He once characterized contemporary fame 
as "indecent.") 

(3) His energy may have been drained into numerous actuvities 
outside of psychology, and here I think of the numismatics as perhaps 


the most important activity, largely for the reasons that the record 


R 
with you looks to me like more than the veriest side-interest, and 
that his family now keep referring to the numismatics as if it 
were very Bie fe rece: LSE Nee seem to know nothing about psychology. 
(Of course this can be explained by saying that numismatics was his 
play and he played with his family, as he always did puzzles with 
them. Moreover,all four children heave a phximiagizaixbersx linguistic 

on numismatics 

bent. Nor would I imply thet he could heve spent/more than a tiny 
fraction of the time he spent on his profession. My cuery is merely 
as to whether it was big ehough to be the most important increment 
of difference between the two halves of his professional life.) 

[The fourth theory, that he was growing old or that the cerebral 

tumour was of ancient origin,I dismiiss as incompatible with the 
facts of his vigorous activities and,in part, of the autopsy. J 

But (2) and (3) are almost reverse and obverse of each other, 
end (1) is not incompatible with either. Do you see why I have tended 
to stress numismatics as much as I heve? 

I hope, however, that i have not embarrassed you by too much 
quotation. If you will say, in confidence to me, that I have, I think 
i can still remedy the matter. You see I got my start from the 
family's uninformed enthusiasm, and then your first letter, written 
as we all write at these times, led me on as well as checked me. 


Cordially yours, 


ae , August 24, 1927 


Mr. Edwin G. Boring, 
Psychological Laboratory, 
Harvard University, | | | \ 
Cambridge, Mass. ) ae ee 
P es Ana | ) | 
Dear Mr. Boring: eae! | | By | wee 
; ; _. Your letter of August 20th at hand and I. 
, have read it vithmuch interest. Not having known Titchener 
\ in the old days, of ccurse, I had no basis to Work upon, 
Mey ‘, especially as he never dwelt on his psychology affairs ith: 
Me = me. .He would now end then\drop a remark that class work, .« ~ 
ie - summer sencols and so forth, were somewhat irksome,;or rather, 
Be “- J eculd gather that fact. Tt probably was #2 slow turn of the 
| _ wheel. He had been so strenucus in psychology thutihe was ee 
fer the time being Fed up omnit and could not semohow | or r Rehan, es 
; get his hand in again with fuil foros. | ‘ i 
a; . i : = 
| . i nave ren received a most bitereukerte Letter gaa 
et from Fiorence Romig, his former stenographer, written to her i a 
- in by Feldman, going into detalls on Oi tchenerts last month. You 
| eae presumably have had just as intimate letters from Peldman or | 
some other of his staff. 


» 


Ssh 


' . I heve just gonacover again my last letters 
from Titchener; several of them written in Tune. None of 
them shew in any way a failling off in keeness or mental 
ability. Ho was just as enthusiastic over coins as ever. 
After all I think you are right - numismatics must have played 
a far larger part in his laterr life than I aprreciated. In 
other words, my wonderment at it is easily explained. He was 
far more keerlyengrossed in it than I imigined. 


~ 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


fiarvard University 


PSYCHOLOGICAL LABORATORY EMERSON HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 
September 6, 1927 


My dear Mr. Woods 


With the Titchener biographical sketch already in proof, I have 
turned to other things and am returning herewith the letters which you so 
kindly lent me. Quite a number of people have mentioned the matter of a 
volume of letters, but of course the question is one that is not decided 
immediately. I am glad, however, that you have agreed to keep your file 
for awhile, since it would be a pity to miss some of these if this project 
should ever become a reality. 


And you shall certainly have a reprint of my sketch when it is 
oute I made out a list of persons not psychologists who had helped me 
only the other day and put your name on it. In any case I should hardly 
forget you now that we have had such a interesting correspondence with such 
an interesting man as its subject. Heaven knows whether I have written 
the objective truth in this sketch, however! I suppose most biographers 
have criticism from both sides, and that I Shall have it. But I have 
done my poor best, and it has been just as interesting as it has been @iffi- 
cult. 


Cordially yours 
I 
Mr. Howland Yood 
American Numismatics Society 


Broadway and 156th Street 
New York, Ne Ye 


rene Vin due time) the biowrarny. | he 
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October 18, 1927 
Professor Edwin G. Boring, 
Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Maas. 
Dear Professor Boring: 
I received vesterday your account Ars 

mutual friend, Titchener. I have read this through with 

Sea 
much interest. I wish to thank you fer sending this on. 
I feel that you did remarkably wel] for a really hard and 


complex subject. 


Very truly yours, 


HW :MB 


